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in, put down the  Basutos,  and annexed their territory Basuto-
(1868).                                                                                                    annexed
Meanwhile, a whole series of campaigns against the(1868)
Kaffirs went on, lasting almost continuously till 1878. This
meant that the territory from the Cape right up to the
Orange River, became, after conquest, consolidated with the
Colony. Moreover, the Cape government prospered, ancf
when diamonds were found at Kimberley (1871) thousands The
flocked out to the diamond fields. The country round
Kimberley was annexed by the British Government, wealth
increased with numbers, and at last the Colony, in 1877,
was given self-government in accordance with what was now
recognized as Britain's policy towards her colonies.
In contrast with these advances made by the Cape were
the misfortunes which had overtaken the Boer republics.
They were poor, with a very scattered agricultural popula-
tion. The district round Kimberley, where the diamond
fields lay, had not been incorporated with the Orange Free
State, and now danger threatened from the most formidable
of all the native races, the Zulus.
This race of magnificent warriors was full of vigour and
vitality.   The men were of wonderfully fine physique, and The
with their great painted shields and their assegais, were Zulus
truly formidable as fighters, whilst their impis (bands of
trained warriors) were severely disciplined, and thus formed
an army in the strict sense of the word.   They were now
ruled over by a great man, Cetewayo, who collected his
army of over 40,000 fighting men and threatened to invade
the Transvaal.  Such an invasion was not likely to be beaten
off by the Boers, and fearing general danger to all the white Trans-
populations of South Africa, Britain once more intervened, am^xed
and in 1877 annexed the Transvaal.                                     (1877>
Actually this step brought about the very war it was
intended to avert. The Zulus had up to this point been on
good terms with the British, though they disliked and
despised the Boers. They took the annexation of the Tran*-